All about “The Grobschnitt Story”

Since 1994, Eroc, former drummer of Grobschnitt, presents the story of one of the most unusual German rockbands entitled „The Grobschnitt Story“. So far 12 albums are released, each one containing two or three CD’s. All tracks originate from Eroc’s own recordings from back then and now were remastered carefully by him. So very authentical documents with highest sound-quality are brought up to life again, offering together with lots of pictures and background-information a great review on one of the most important bands of the „wild seventies“ in Germany, a livin’ backspin for countless fans still raising their thumbs on Grobschnitt after all those years. 
 
Most of these albums you can order at www.grobschnitt.de but sales to foreign countries are handled exclusively. So if you’re interested to buy just send an email to Eroc himself, he will be pleased to help you: eroc@eroc.de
 
The release dates of the albums so far...
 
Part 1        04 – 1994
Part 2        10 – 1998
Part 3 / 1  11 – 2001
Part 3 / 2  04 – 2002
Part 3 / 3  12 – 2002
Part 3 / 4  04 – 2003
Part 3 / 5  06 – 2004
Part 4        12 – 2003
Part 5       12 – 2004
Part 6       05 – 2006
SMR 01     05 – 2007
 
 
May 2007 marks another important step...
The 12 albums of the Grobschnitt Story Series so far were just an overview on the band’s history. The “real” story starts right now, in May 2007, when Eroc launches his “internal collection” on his new label SILVER MINT RECORDS. This series comes up with pure unedited live-concerts of Grobschnitt from 1970 to 1981, all remastered perfectly but without expensive covers and booklets, to keep the costs moderate and enable the fans to get as much as they want from out of the past.
  
All of Eroc’s solo-albums finally available on CD…
 
After 30 years Eroc’s solo productions now finally are available on CD. All CDs are remastered from the original tapes by Eroc himself and are fitted with bilingual booklets in German and English. Together with various previously unreleased bonus-tracks this is a complete guide into the work of one of  the most unique and influential personalities in electronic music and Kraut-Rock history.
 
MORE FACTS ABOUT EROC & THE GROBSCHNITT STORY…
 
The “Grobschnitt Story“ is a collection of CDs, compiled and remastered by Eroc – one of Grobschnitt’s founding members. As the drummer and sometimes also key player in the group formed 1970 with classmates “Lupo” and singer “Willie Wildschwein”, he was instrumental in shaping and defining its sound from the beginnings until he left in 1983 to pursue a solo career.
 
During the 13 years he was with the band, and during the four years (prior to 1970) when the group was known as “The Crew”, Eroc made numerous recordings of both the band’s rehearsals as well as its live performances throughout Europe. As a result, there exist literally hundreds of recordings documenting the life and times of arguably one of the most colourful and innovative stage acts in the world.
 
Eroc the person, however, has had a music life independent of Grobschnitt. Having worked alongside some of the more renowned producers in Europe for over 30 years, including Conny Plank, Dieter Dierks and Walter Quintus, his experience and professional track record as musician, composer, engineer and producer has provided him with the kind of edge in sound design few people can boast about. Since a decade now he runs one of Europe’s leading mastering facilities (Eroc’s Mastering Ranch) restoring and polishing old analog and modern productions. There are dozens of articles documenting his sound restoration work for famous artists and renowned labels.
 
In recent years, however, Eroc has been turning his attention to restoring both his personal and Grobschnitt’s many (archival) music recordings. The result is called: “The Grobschnitt Story”.
 
 

TIMELINE…
 
1983
16 years after co-founding Grobschnitt (as well as “The Crew“) Eroc exits the band to create the (still in downtown Hagen existing) Woodhouse Studios to concentrate on producing and recording music with co-founder Siggi Bemm. Some of his better known productions can be found on the eight “Phillip Boa & The Voodooclub” albums starting in 1986 until 1991. On these recordings, Eroc worked as recording engineer, producer and session musician.
 
1989
In December of that year Grobschnitt performs its final show in Hagen. Taking the stage before 2500 ecstatic fans in an overcrowded city hall, all of the bands former members join together for a Grand Finale. After the show, Eroc announces the upcoming release of a multi-series CD-set of material compiled from over 14 years of live Grobschnitt, entitled “The Grobschnitt Story“.

1994
Eroc completes the production and mastering of “Grobschnitt Story, Part 1“, released that year as a double CD by Metronome - the Hamburg company which brought out all of the band’s vinyl LPs recorded during the 70’s and 80’s. In 1996 Metronome declares bankruptcy. Distribution of the Grobschnitt Story is taken over by Polydor, soon to become Universal Music. This CD is still available (under same label) today, but can also be purchased in Eroc’s Wolkenreise-Shop.
 
1998
Eroc completes “Grobschnitt Story, Part 2“. The record is picked up by Repertoire Records, a Hamburg company for which he has remastered numerous releases from the 60’s, 70’s and 80’s. Repertoire also licenses (from Universal) Grobschnitt Story 1 along with the albums Grobschnitt, Jumbo, Rockpommel’s Land, Solar Music Live and Merry-Go-Round, all of which are remastered by Eroc himself from the original analog tapes. As a result, sound quality of these records is now far better than the original Metronome releases. Previously unreleased bonus tracks are included on the re-releases. For example, on Grobschnitt more than 30 minutes have been restored from a live concert dating back to 1971 in Hagen, where the band performed with two drummers; Jumbo finally appears in both German and English versions on a single CD; Solar Music Live stretches out over 16 additional, previously unheard minutes.
 
2001
With the release of “Grobschnitt Story, Part 3“, Eroc’s musical musings move into a new direction, as he shifts his attention to the band’s signature piece “Solar Music“. Besides “Rockpommel’s Land“, this eclectic, structured improvisation is often considered to be the song that defined the band with its fans around the world. Thus with Grobschnitt Story 3, Eroc elects to dedicate an entire chapter to Solar Music alone: enter “The History of Solar Music“. Born out of literally hundreds of live recordings in his archives, Eroc conceives and compiles a multiple volume set. The first, “The History of Solar Music, Vol.1“ is released as a double-CD on November 15th on Eroc’s own label “Wolkenreise“.
 
 
2002
On Easter of that year, Eroc releases Vol. 2 of the Solar Music series on Wolkenreise. As of SM Vol. 1, Eroc offers autographed versions of the collection through direct mail order via this website. Vol. 3 is compiled and released in October of the same year, as well as an English language listening site is launched to feature Grobschnitt on mp3.com. Fans worldwide can now listen to “History of Solar Music”, view pictures, links and connect with Eroc via: www.mp3.com/Grobschnitt.
 
 
2003 
On April 12th, the annual Grobschnitt-Club-Meeting takes place in Betzdorf, Germany. Eroc, who attends for the first time together with some other former musicians of the band, launches Vol. 4 of “The History of Solar Music“ at the event. In december 2003 Eroc then released one of the greatest surprises: “Illegal Live” - four complete hours of a concert from the Illegal-Tour in May 1981, a real event never to be heard on CD or vinyl before.
 
2004
This year brings Vol. 5 of the “History of Solar Music” in spring, containing versions of Solar Music from 1975 and 1981. In december part 5 of the whole Grobschnitt Story is released, focusing on radio-shows with the band in the mid 70’s and an early concert from 1973.
 
2005
During this year the re-release of Eroc’s first three albums was forced by Universal Music. The albums appear for the very first time in history on CD, digitally remastered by Eroc himself from the original analog tapes. Also Universal Music withdraw the sublicences for Grobschnitt, Jumbo, Rockpommel’s Land, Solar Music Live and Merry-Go-Round from Repertoire Records again, leading into the situation that no CD-re-releases of the original albums from Grobschnitt became available on the market any more.

2006
Early this year Eroc’s last two solos “Eroc 4” (1982) and “Changing Skies” (1987) completed the UM-releases. Then in May “Grobschnitt Story 6” followed, concentrating on great previously unreleased material from 1973 to 1975 and – a real sensation: a digital remix (!) of the first three titles of “Rockpommel’s Land” done by Eroc himself from the original 24-track tapes, which were recorded back in 1976 at Conny Plank’s studio. Another important release this year was the “International Grobschnitt Story”, especially designed for the first time the international market and those, who have never heard anything from this band before. This double-CD contains an overview on the whole “Grobschnitt Story” and English sleeve-notes and was released by Inside Out Music, a subcompany of SPV Germany.
 
2007
In May of 2007 Eroc launches a new label called Silver Mint Records, concentrating on unedited complete recordings from Grobschnitt’s gigs dating back to 1971. The series is scheduled to deliver three separate CDs in one package each spring and fall. For foreign customers the CDs can be obtained in a bulk by subscribing after contacting Eroc at eroc@eroc.de – for further details and listening examples refer to www.eroc.de – Suddenly in spring this year Universal Music came up with the news to have sublicensed all (!) 14 original albums of Grobschnitt to SPV for worldwide distribution starting in summer 2007. Eroc was hired again to remaster the whole stuff with the best technology available. So rather big things are coming up in the near future.
 Stay tuned for the more....
